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not ready, and the King continued to delude him
with promises for two months longer, at the end of
which period,, finding his hopes still unrealized,
the impatient Frenchman became enraged at what
he considered the King's deceit, and resolved on
taking summary vengeance. Accordingly, one even-
ing, he went on shore with a cigar in his mouth,
and a few squibs in his pocket, when he deposited
the latter in the thatch of several houses, and set
fire to them. The huts being composed of bamboo,
palm-leaves, and reeds, soon burst into a flame,
which spread so rapidly in all quarters, that nearly
the whole town was destroyed. The people were
greatly exasperated and wished to kill the French-
man, who had not attempted to effect his escape,
but King Peppel forbade them to injure a hair of
his head, permitting him to return to his vessel,
which immediately sailed for France ; the Captain
still vowing vengeance against the King, and threat-
ening to return with a much larger vessel, well
armed, to commit greater ravages, and to carry
off all he could lay his hands on, until he considered
that he had received compensation for the fraud
which he averred had been practised upon him.

There is a superstitious ceremony performed at
the Bonny river, about once in three years, which
consists of offering the most beautiful virgin they
can find, as a sacrifice to their Jhu Jhu, whereby
they hope to propitiate the evil spirit, and avert
the dangers to which vessels are liable in crossing